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Introduction

Globalisation isfast emerging asthe most talked about concept in
national aswell asinternational parlance. Some perceiveit asaprocess
thatisbeneficial, inevitableandirreversiblewhileothersregardit with
hostility, evenfear. Thusresponsesto globalisation have consequently been
mixed. Undoubtedly, it hasnow become customary to assert that theterm
globalizationmeansdifferent thingstodifferent people, yet, however, there
seemsto be general agreement that theterm refersto the observed process
of increased international economic integration driven largely by
technol ogi cal advancesintransport and communications. Accordingto
oneopinion, thetermmeansthe’ development of global financial markets,
thegrowth of transnational corporations, and their increasingdomination
over national economies .* For Stiglitz globalisation meanstheremoval of
barrierstofreetrade and thecloser integration of national economies.?
Albeit, globalisationisdescribed asamultifaceted processthat isbest
“understood intermsof simultaneous, complex rel ated processesinthe
realmsof economy, politics, culture, technology and soforth.” 3 Viewed
inabroad perspective, thenotion of Globalisation entail stwo aspects of
change: aquantitativedimensionand aqualitativeone. Quantitatively,
Globalisationreferstoanincreaseintrade, capital movements, investments
and peopleacrossborders. Qualitatively, Globalisationrepresentschanges
intheway peopleand groupsthink andidentify themsel ves, and changes
intheway states, firmsand other actorsperceiveand pursuetheir interests.

*  Assistant Professor, Department of Basic Sciences, Princess AliaCollege,
Al-Bad'a Applied University, Amman, Jordan.
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Per spectiveson Globalisation

Thenotion of Globalisation entail sthreeinterconnected elements,
whichal soimply quantitativeand qualitativedimensions. Theseelements
are: theexpansion of markets; challengesto the state and institutions; and
theriseof new social and political movements. Theseelementsdo not
represent either alternativedefinitionsor competing theoriesbut reflect
different aspectsof Globalisation. Thepolitical and security rel ated aspects
of Globalisation have been discussed by the present author in another
paper. Thispaper dwellsontheeconomic perspectivesof globalisation,
with specific emphasison social devel opment vis-a-visglobalisation.
Economic aspect of globalisationispersonified by theexpansion of markets
intermsof thetransformation of global economicactivity. Technological
change and governmental deregulation have made admissible the
establishment of transnati onal networksin production, tradeandfinance-
that istermed as’ borderlessworld’ by Ohmae. Intrade, Globalisation
refersto thefact that the quantity and speed of goodsand servicestraded
acrosstheglobehasincreased, and so too hasthe geographical expanse
of participants, the strength and depth of institutionswhichfacilitatetrade,
andtheimpact of trade on domestic economic arrangementsMany scholars
have expressed their views with regard to economic aspects of
Globalisation. Calvocoressi hasopined:

“[Globalization] isaterm coined to describearevol ution
of Copernican magnitude. Thisrevolution stemsfromthe
impact of technology on space and time as experienced
by human beings; it affects what men and women know
and think about each other, how they do businesswith
one another and what institutionsthey need to regul ate
their affairs. ... [It] hasreached acritical phase. What
was begun by the electric telegraph and the interna
combustion engine[now] assumesanew significance,
different not [only] in degree but in kind, when modern
technol ogy enabled people and ideas and knowledge,
material and money to move from one placeto another
with astonishing speed, in unprecedented volume...”

Similarly Kluver attempts to define globalisation as follows:
“Globalization hasheen definedinvariousways, butismost typically defined
in reference to the interconnectedness of political entities, economic



“ Globalization and Social Development in West Asia: 3

relationships, or even computer networks. Globalisationrefersprimarily
tothewaysinwhich economicand industrial institutions(such asindustries
or corporations) interact invariouslocationsthroughout theworld....”®
Ruud L ubbers, aDutch academic, definesglobalisation asaprocessin
which geographic distancebecomesafactor of diminishingimportancein
the establishment and maintenance of crossborder economic, political
and socio-cultural relations.®

Globalisation hastransformed thelife stylesof peopleacrossthe globe
alongwithwielding tremendousinfluenceontheir cultureand values. New
meansof communicationlikemedia, Internet, music, books, international
ideas and values can all be disseminated at a global and essentially
Instantaneous manner. Thisisproducingwhat somedescribeasa’ global
culture’. Commontoall elementsof Globalizationisthereasonthat activities
hitherto undertaken within national boundaries can be momentarily
undertaken globally or regionally- to some extent ‘ deterritorialised’.
Globalisation denotesthe* expanding scal e, growing magnitude, speeding
up and deepening impact of interregional flowsand patterns of social
interaction.”” Thisdelineation isnot limited to the economic dimension as
isfor examplethe understanding of theterm utilised by the ILO’ s Task
Force on the Country Studies debate.® Hence, the Globalisation process,
along withitseconomic dimension, entailsanumber of key non-economic
formsof social interaction relating to culture and governance.

Globalisation opensup ampleopportunitiesfor pursuing devel opment
onaninternational scalebut itisnot progressing evenly. Some countries
aregettingintegratedinto the global economy at amorefaster pacethan
others, whilemany still lag behind. Countriesthat have managed tointegrate
areenjoying faster rate of growth and reduced poverty. Outward-oriented
policiesbrought dynamism and greater prosperity to much of East Asia,
transforming it from one of the poorest areas of the world about four
decadesago. A recent report of the World Bank, while providing asummary
of the history, and economic effects, of globalization, inter alia notes that
globalisationtakesplacethroughtrade(measuredrel ativetoworldincome),
migration (proxied by thenumber of immigrantsto the United States), and
capital flows(proxied by thestock of foreign capital in devel oping countries
relativetotheir GDP). It hasidentified threewavesof globalisation: 1870-
1914, 1945-1980 and 1980 to the present. Central to al identified
globalization waveswasthereductionintransport costs.® .
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Thethird wave of globalization haswitnessed alarge number of
devel oping countriesintegratingtheir economiesintogloba markets, while
othersgettingincreasingly marginalisedintheworld economy thereby
incurring hugedeclineinincomesand confronted with rising level s of
poverty; and international migration and capital movements became
substantial. Among the devel oping countriesagroup of 24 countrieswere
identified ashaving aglobalised during thisthird wave. The measure used
toidentify the countriesthat have globalisedistheincreasein thetrade
(exports+ imports) to GDP ratio over the period 1970-1997.10
Globalisation of ahandful of countriesand alarger chunk of developing
countrieshaving been‘left’ out of theracefor globalisation meansthe
existenceof wideeconomicinequalitiesat theglobal level. Thisfactis
attested to by the statisticsfurnished by international financial agencies.
The gap between the rich and poor nations of the world iswidening.
AccordingtoaUNDP publication, during the decade of 1990s, the number
of peopleearning $1 aday or lesshad remained static at 1.2 billion while
the number earning lessthan $2 aday increased from 2.55 billionto 2.8
billion people. The gap inincomes between the 20% of therichest and the
poorest countrieshasgrew from 30to 1in 1960to 82to 1in 1995. By
thelate 1990sthefifth of theworld' speopleliving inthehighest-income
countries had:

86% of world GDP—the bottom fifth just 1%.
82% of world export markets—the bottom fifth just 1%.
68% of foreign direct investment—the bottom fifth just 1%.

74% of world telephone lines, today’s basic means of
communication—thebottomfifthjust 1.5%. 11

Thisamply demonstratesthat the benefitsof globalisationthusfar have
been reaped only by ahandful of countrieswhile most of the developing
countriesarestill at thereceiving end, thereby reeling under the burden of
poverty, debt, underdevel opment and want of adequateresources.

Intheir attempt to comprehend the contemporary social processesin
the context of Globalisation, Dave and Price assert that the term
‘Globalisation’ describesthecontradictory economic, political,and cultural
processesof world capitalistintegration. Thecurrent phaseof globalisation
ismanifest by emergent transnational institutions, changing rel ationsbetween
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multinational corporationsand sovereign nation-states, and thedevel opment
of a global monoculture of consumption. In order to articulate the
contradictory processesof globalisation, theauthorsproposeacritical
framework that explainsglobalisation asadial ectical relationship between
and within the suprastatal, statal, and intrastatal sectors of the global
system. They arguethat dominant global processesarenot animmutable
featureof capitalism, but are contested by social actorsacrossthesethree
dimensions.*?

Asian Scenario

Many countriesof Asia, particularly those of the ASEAN nations,
East Asiaand South Asiahave been quick enough to tailor their economic
policiesinaccordancewith requirementsof theprocessof globalisation
and these countriesare not only progressing well but have beenreaping
thebenefitsof globalisationintermsof increased participationininternational
economy, augmentation in external trade and many of these countrieshave
emerged asattractivedestinationsof theFDI over theyears. Accordingly
they areinaposition to raisetheliving standards of their people, narrow
the poverty gap, increasetheliteracy level of the people, andlaunchwelfare
schemesdesigned to benefit the deprived and under-privileged segments
of the population. However, the Asian countriesthat have missed thebus
of globalisationlag behindintermsof socio-economic progress. Such
countriesarebattlingwith theperennial problemslike unemployment,
illiteracy, malnutrition and other wantsin social sectors. China, SouthK orea,
India, Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand etc are some of the prominent
countriesof Asia, which have made enormousstridesin therealm of social
development. These countrieshave devised many schemesdesignedto
socidly uplift the popul acewhich at one stagewasfaced with neglect and
deprivation. Thisispossiblethroughavailability of sufficient resourcesthat
havebeen madefeasi blebecauseaugmentationin country’ srevenuesowing
todiversification and augmentationintrade, largein-flow of the FDI and
the resultant opulence.

Globalization and Social Development in West Asia: Historical
Prospective

Anappropriatecomprehension of the phenomenon of Globalisation
anditsimpact on social developmentinWest Asiawarrantsabrief analysis
of 1slamic perspectiveson Globalisation and the concomitant notionsthat
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alternately influencetheprocessof social developmentsintheregion.
Broadly speaking, West Asian perspectiveson Globalisationareconstrued
intermsof therel ationship between Islam and globalisation, arel ationship
that has been open to much interpretation and acrimonious debate.
Globalisationisperceived inmost of the Muslim countriesof West Asiain
termsof Westernisation beingimposed by theWest, particularly the United
Statesin the guise of Globalisation. On the other hand, somescholarsin
the West havetried to project | slam as being opposed to globalisation,
basing their analogy on the age-old controversy between Islam and
Westernisation.

The sheer terminology surrounding the debate hasculminatedina
considerableamount of confusionand misunderstanding that callsfor a
need to definetheseterms. Globalisation isthe diffusion and exchange of
people, goods, andideasacrosstheglobe. Characteristicaly, itisdirectly
associated with change, or alteration, modernity, and an increasingly
interdependent relationship between different regions of the world.
Globalisation aimsat narrowing of the gapsand exchanging benefitsinall
aspectsof life—economic, social, scientific, and political governance. In
contrast, Westernisation does not consider such an understanding or
building of suchcommon ground to beworthwhileenterprises. Globalisation
isaprocessinwhich ‘thewholeworld becomeslikeasmall village, where
thelessdevel oped communitiescan advancetheir capacities' and that
‘tendsto beatwo-way street process, which makesit possiblefor each
community to takeaswell asto give.” Westernisation, on the other hand,
tendsto beaone-way street, meaning that oneregion attemptsto dominate
and control other regionsinthenameof globalisation. Moreover, while
globalisation occurs through the free will of different communities,
Westernizationischaracteristically imposed upon other regions. Islamis
not anti-globalisation (or modernity, whichisconsidered to beaby-product
of globalisation) initsoriginal sense, but Muslimsdo haveaproblemwith
Westernization. 3

Theldlamic countriesare apprehensive of Western and for that matter
Americancultural hegemony over their traditional | slamic societiesunder
the guise of globalisation. Between 1980 and 1991, theworld tradein
goodswith cultural content almost tripled: from 67 billion dollarsto 200
billiondollars. At thenucleus of the entertainment industry - film, music
andtelevision - thereisagrowing dominance of US products. World
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Trade Organisationrulesdisallow countriesto block importson cultural
grounds. Itisargued that one of the consequencesof globalisation will be
theend of cultural diversity, and thetriumph of aunipolar culture serving
the needsof transnational corporations. American cultureisseentobe
dominated by monetary rel ationshipsand commercial valuesreplacing
traditional social relationshipsand family val ues.

Compatibility betweentheWestern moderni sation processand the
social valuesof Islam hasbeen amajor probleminthe Muslim countries
of West Asia. Adoption of Western penal codesand family law created a
seriousproblemfor theMuslim society. However, amoreseriousproblem
isgenerated in the wake of adoption of certain controversial Western
social values. Turkey managed thesituation by divesting the Shariah, the
religiouscourts, of their secular authority, resultinginthefirst real separation
of church and stateinan Islamic society. In addition, it opened the door to
government control and led theatter to assumethe prerogative of changing
the socia structurewhenever itsneed and desiresrun counter to thetenets
of Idam. Somemilitant groupsin Turkey advocate areturn to some degree
of Islamiclaw. Whilenot disinclinedto modernisationand material progress,
they are distracted by what they perceive asthe Western social evils
accompanying the process of modernisation.

In arecent working paper, |slam has been characterised asbeing
negatively associated “with attitudesthat are conduciveto growth” and on
thebasisof analysisof theWorld VVaues Survey data, the authors assert
that among adherentsto theworld’smajor religions, Muslimsarethe
most “antimarket.” 1* This assumption seems to entail some surface
plausibility onthebasisof thefact that Muslimsaround theworld often
residein poor countriesand | slam isassociated with distinct practices
such asthe prohibition on riba (the charging of interest) or theinjunction
to observe zakat (the paying of alms), which could serve asthe causal
linksbetween theol ogical belief and economic performance. Y et attempts
torigorously assesstheimpact of these unique practicessuggest that they
havelittle, if any, impact on the accumul ation and all ocation of capital .1°

Broadly speaking, it is not Islam that explains the relative
underperformance of the countriesof West Asiabut theweaknessof the
region’ slinkagestotheworld economy. Import tariffsaverageover 20
percent; most of thelarger countriesin theregion are not membersof the
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World Trade Organization (WTO), theregion’ sshareof world exports
hasfallen steadily, and theregionasawholeattractspaltry foreign direct
investment (FDI). Itisalmost impossibletoimaginetheregion generating
therapid employment growth necessary to absorb new entrantsto the
|abour forcewithout abig expansion of international trade.'®

Whileinvestigating theimpact of globalization ontheArabregion,
A.A.GAli takesinto consideration threemeasuresof globalisation, as
recommended by the World Bank, to comprehend the process of
globalization asincreased international economic integration. These
measuresinter aliaare: therate of increase of trade/GDPratio; theratio of
thestock of foreign direct investment to GDP,; and the number of immigrants
totheUS. Theemerging trends show that the Arab region, including West
Asia, hasbeen | eft out of the process of globalization. Besides, the Arab
region boastsafairly high degreeof incomeinequality. Theauthor contends
that the poor segments of Arab population stand to benefit from trade
induced economic growth by about 50 percent of the increase in per
capitaincome. Thereal so existspreliminary evidence of adirect causal
link between globalizationasmeasured by FDI/GDPratio andimmigration
tothe USA insuch away that FDI increasesinequality whileimmigration

reducesit. Increased trade participation doesnot seemto affectinequality.
17

Key to social development issound economic base of the country so
that it can all ocate sufficient fundsfor the socia welfareactivitiesof the
peopleparticularly thosedeprived and less privileged segmentsof the
popul ation. However, the socia devel opment sector seemsto beneglected
in most of the countries of West Asiaparticularly inview of thefact that a
substantial part of the official budget of a most most the countriesof West
Asian countriesisexpended on the defencein the wake of impending
threat from|srael. TheUnited Nations Devel opment Programme’ s(UNDP)
Arab Human Development Reports (AHDR) for 2002 and 2003 have
pointed out low incomeilliteracy, and mounting unempl oyment asmajor
problemsconfronting the Arab countriesingeneral , includingWest Asia.
Accordingtothe AHDR document, the combined GDP of the 22 Arab
countriesislessthan that of Spain. Literacy ratein these countriesis
comparatively low, particularly among women. Thereare about 65million
adult Arabswho areilliterate, and two-thirds of them arewomen. The
scenario presentsableak picture because by 2010 over 50 millionyoung
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peoplewould join thelabour market and 2020 their number will be doubled
whilejob opportunitiesfall too short to accommodate the growing labour
force. Giventhecurrent rate of unemployment, regional unemploymentis
likely to reach 25 million by 2010.

Inthewake of these statistical data, the problem of social development
seemsto havebecomevery acute. Education, health, recreationfacilities,
nutrition and other welfare measurescan not beimplemented for lack of
sufficient funds. Besides, high rate of illiteracy among womenisoneof the
mainimpedimentsintheonward marchtowardssocial development. A
literatewoman isexpected to bring up her family consciously intermsof
health, nutrition, culture, and nourishment, incul catereligiousandethical
valuesamong children. Thus, thereisaneed for the countries of West
Asiatolay emphasison economic reformsin order to tacklethe problem
of unemployment and raise the living standards of the people. The
movement towards social devel opment can gather momentum only when
there are adequate resources availableto implement them.

Conclusion

Thebenefitsof globalisation havefailed to reach most of the countries
of West Asia, not because of historical factorsor adverseimpact of the
processof globalisation but mainly dueto the negligence onthe part of the
countries concerned. This in turn has affected the pace of social
developmentinthosecountries. Theperennial problemslikeilliteracy, lack
of enthusiasmfor globalisation, misapprehens onsabout the adverseimpact
of globalisation/Westernisation on the socio-economicfabric of theArab
society and lack of proper strategy to tacklethe priority problemshave
resultedinthedeprivation of thesecountriesfromthefruitsof globalisation
in the form of increased inflow of foreign direct investment (FDI),
augmentationin external tradeand diversification of thenational economic
base. The shrinking incomes, growing burden the national exchequer due
todefencerequirementsand other regional factorsaffecting theeconomic
progress have cumulatively claimed the social sector and deprived it of
direly needed resourcesto uplift theliving standard of the popul ace. What
isrequiredisat the current junctureisthe seriousthinking by the policy
makerstorevamptheinternal prioritiesand perceivetheglobal trends
that arefavourableto their respectivenational interestsso that tradeis
boosted and congenial atmosphereisgenerated to attract FDI. Thesocial
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sector formsthe spine of nation and itsnegligenceisnext to neglecting the
nation’ sdefence. In this context oneisreminded of General Douglas
MacArthur’ s prophetic words:. “We have had our last chance. If wewill
not devise somegreater and more equitable system, our Armageddonwill
beat our door. The problem ... involvesaspiritual recrudescence, an
improvement of human character that will synchronizewith our almost
matchlessadvancesin science, art, literature, and all material and cultural
developmentsof the past two thousand years. It must be of thespiritif we
areto save the flesh.” 18
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